
 

 

Term 1, Week 6,  1
st

 March,  2017 

March 

    1   Ash Wednesday  

    3 Wondai Art  

    7 Castra Yr 4 

    17 St. Joseph’s Day 

18 Murgon Show 

21 Harmony Day 

21 Castra Yr 1 

27 Term Awards 

29 Indonesian 

Dance St. Mary’s Yr 4-6 

31 Holy Week  

Story begins 9.00am 

    31 Last Day of 

Term 1 

April 

18 Pupil Free 

    19 School Begins 

For Term 2 

 Principal’s News 

Welcome to Week Six!  

We begin our learning for the last half of the first term. We have                                      
also begun some formal testing to measure the progress of the                                         
students learning so far and this data is used to inform our Teachers,                                  
allowing us to continue the student’s progression. 

This week we were fortunate to have our Area Supervisor, Peter Stower visit the class-
rooms to see the wonderful learning that is occurring. It was a great opportunity for us 
to do ‘Walk and Talks’. This is a strategy, implemented by BCE, to ensure that students 
know their learning direction, how they can get there and who can assist in the journey. 
These walk and talks occur every week with the leadership team, who visit the class-
room and ask a few students the following important questions: 

What are you learning?  
How are you going with your learning?  
How do you know how you are going?  
How can you improve?  
Where do you go for help?  
These questions help students become aware of their own learning and assist them in 
taking responsibility for this learning. 
If the students are able to answer these correctly, they are more likely to understand 

the concepts taught and to experience success. If they have difficulty answering them, 

this feedback enables teachers to revise the way they deliver the learning intention to 

the students. 

Reading 

It is wonderful to see the increased effort with reading at home, especially homework 

reading. At school, we are exposing students to text as much as we can to enhance the 

student’s chances of increasing their reading level and comprehension. We urge you to 

continue reading with your child or encouraging them to read every night. 
 

Resilience 

Resilience, as defined in literature, is the ability of the individual to adapt successfully to 

a variety of life encounters. It is the ability to ‘bounce back’ from a negative situation 

and to continue functioning competently. Resilience is not an innate ability but rather a 

learned behaviour. Resilience is built when we allow children to encounter difficulties 

rather than protecting them from all they experience. When we suggest and support 

ways they can recover from negative situations, we are showing them we have confi-

dence in them. Being a positive role model, means showing children how to cope with 

emotions, not just telling them. We continually support our students to develop resili-

ent skills to equip them with skills required to be independent participants in life.  



 

 

Principal’s Message continued 

To support resilience and to assist students to cope in difficult situations, students receive lessons on             
resilience and for some students whose behaviour reflects difficulties with resilience, they are supported by a 
lunch time group called, Respect Club. This club also support students who need assistance with behavioural 
choices. 

P&F 

St Joseph’s have been blessed with having a strong parent body in the P&F, who have done an amazing job of 
raising funds to support our school. They have given up hours of their time to man the gates at the speedway, 
sell chips at the Wondai Races, cook endless burgers for many functions and orchestrate the fete. All these 
funds contribute to improve our school, supporting the Year 5 & 6 Canberra trip, funding air conditioners in 
classrooms and many more achievements.  As students move to senior school, we lose many of our parents 
and we need other parents to step up and volunteer for these roles. The P&F have vacancies of Treasurer and 
Secretary, but they also need parents just to come and support the P&F, even if you do not want to commit to 
a role. The more volunteers we get, the less each person has to do. I look forward to working with you all in 
the P&F during the year. 
 

Assembly 

A reminder that assembly is in the Church at 2:30pm on Mondays. The change of time was so that assembly 
did not impact on the literacy and numeracy blocks, where other teachers are assisting in the classrooms.    
This time, also allows parents who are picking students up, to attend the assembly. 
 

March 

1st March-Ash Wednesday 
6th March-Assembly 2:30pm in the Church 
13th March-Assembly 2:30pm in the Church 
 

Cherbourg Gatherings 

The dates will be: 
Tuesday, 7th March, Looking forward to seeing you at the Cherbourg Church. Also,             
Wednesday, 24th May, Tuesday, 15th August, & Wednesday, 8th November 
 

Tuckshop 

Please remember, if you can spare a few hours on a Friday, we would love your assistance.  

At a recent conference we were asked the question.  

Do you have joy in your life?    What is it?  

This can be a challenging question, but for teachers the answer is easy. It is that child’s 

joy when they succeed at something, seeing a child problem solve, watching them    

create, listening to their stories and the list goes on. We all need to find that joy in our 

lives, whatever it may be. What is your joy? 

Have a wonderful fortnight and God Bless you and your family.                                   

                                           

Tracey Gerrard  Principal       



 

 

APRE News 

Shrove Tuesday 

Shrove Tuesday is the day before Lent starts: the Tuesday before Ash Wednes-

day. It's a day of repentance, to clean the soul, and a day of  celebration as the 

last chance to feast before Lent begins. On Shrove Tuesday, pancakes are a 

popular treat before fasting begins. As a school community, the children not 

only appreciate the importance of the day but also enjoyed eating a pancake. The name Shrove Tuesday comes 

from the custom of ringing the “shriving bell” to call people to church to be “shriven”, which is to confess their 

sins at the beginning of Lent. The tradition of eating pancakes on Shrove Tuesday started as a way to use up 

rich foods such as eggs, milk, and sugar before fasting commenced for the 40 days of Lent. 
 

 

Ash Wednesday 

Lent is a special season in the church calendar, where we take time to 

pray, reflect and fast. This helps us think about what Jesus did for us on 

the cross and to celebrate how he came back to life, on Easter Sunday. 

Today each of us received the blessed ashes on our foreheads. The ash on 

Ash Wednesday reminds us that we aren’t permanent residents here on 

earth. Lent begins today with Ash Wednesday and lasts for six weeks and 

ends at Easter. During Lent we are asked to live out the ‘greatest commandment of the law’, the love of God 

and the love of one’s neighbour. We learn how loving God and loving our neighbour is the same. May this time 

of Lent be a time of making a difference in the lives of others.                                                                                                                                         

Caritas – Project Compassion 

This year’s Project Compassion theme “Love your Neighbour” reminds us that people who are sometimes 
thought of last, the people experiencing poverty, are our neighbours, and we should keep them 
in mind. We can be challenged by the words of Pope Francis… “Today amidst poverty and dark-
ness we need to see the light of hope and be people who bring hope to others.”  
 
Each class has received a Project Compassion box for their classroom and each family will re-
ceive a box to have at home. Children are invited to think of ways that they can share what they 
have to help others. Maybe this could be donating some of their pocket money, going without 
something extra at tuckshop and giving this money, or maybe doing some extra jobs at home to 
raise some extra money for this important cause.  

 
For each $5 raised there will be a heart put on the window of the APRE office. Each week on assembly we will 
do a tally of money contributed to Project Compassion and use hearts as a symbol of how our community is 
reaching out with hope and love to others. I encourage each family to talk about the importance of being     
generous to others in need and how the little we give can bring renewed hope to the world’s poorest people, 
empowering them to learn more and create change. 
 
During Lent, the Church and the words of Pope Francis, invite us to take up the call to fast, pray and give 
alms. Project Compassion enables us to pray so that we will be strengthened to fast and give (alms). In this way 
we can help neighbours, like Dinia in the Philippines, to find healing and peace, and to know herself as a valued 
member of her community with a role in creating a brighter future for her children. Students will hear Dinia’s 
story at next Monday’s assembly. I will continue to share the stories from Caritas throughout Lent, so you are 
informed about the impact Project Compassion plays in making a difference to those in our world who need 
support. 
 



 

 

APRE News continued 

Dinia, widowed and shy, struggled on her own to make ends meet until her community 

encouraged her to participate in the Socio Pastoral Action Center Foundation Inc. 

(SPACFI) program, supported by Caritas Australia. SPACFI’s Integrated Community      

Development Program helped her develop diverse ways to gain a sustainable livelihood, 

continue to send her children to school and contribute to her community. Now she in-

spires her neighbours through her commitment to the common good. 

Any donations to Project Compassion 2017 will help our most vulnerable 

neighbours in the Philippines to build a stronger future for their families 

and their communities.  

ICAS – Education Assessment Australia  

Our school is taking part in ICAS in 2017. ICAS is an independent, skills-based assessment program 
which recognises and rewards student achievements. Please find the permission note attached to the 
newsletter, and if you wish your child to be  involved in this, please complete and return the form. 
These tests are voluntary and at the discretion of parents. Please note the due dates for per-
mission and money to be sent to the school. If you have any further questions about the assessments, 
there is a very informative website made available to participants: www.eaa.unsw.edu.au  

Have a wonderful fortnight and may peace be with you.  

Jess Marshall   Assistant Principal, Religious Education  

Life is a field of unlimited possibilities – Deepak Chopra 

A Couple of Handy Hints for Treating  the Dreaded Head Lice  

Saturate the hair with Coconut  Oil and cover the head with a shower cap. Leave it on overnight and wash it 
out with regular shampoo the next morning. This leaves the hair silky and without lice. If the infestation is 
bad, do this again a second night. It really works. 
Saturate the hair with conditioner, leave for a few hours and comb through the hair with a fine comb.   

 
 

Could you please put a piece of fruit in your child’s lunch box each day.  The children are given time for 

Munch and Crunch.  This is a  time for students to ‘refuel’ on fruit and ‘rehydrate’ with water.  Students 

who are not hungry and are well hydrated perform better in the classroom and show increased concentration.  

Fruit filled students produce fruitful work! 

Remember, you can see your children’s Art work from this Friday 1st March  at the                             

Wondai Art Gallery.  See advertisement on the back page. 

http://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au


 

 

Bus Assistance News 

 Congratulations to our Students of the Week 

Week 4           S T U D E N T S   O F   T H E   W E E K       Week 5 

Prep Lucy Greenwood Prep Lucas Radici 

Year 1 Xavvier Cameron Year 1 Dante Douglas 

Year 2 Ta’Jaylah Willmot Year 2 Jasmine Camp 

Year 3 William Taylor, Ella Peterson Year 3 Miha Costello 

Year 4 Draysharn Arnold Year 4 Emily Palmer 

Year 5 Alessa Druery Year 5 Sophie Purcell 

Year 6  DJ Olbes Year 6  Tytrell Combo 



 

 

What’s happening in our Classrooms? 

In Year One  we have been 

sticking to our 

motto, “Just keep swimming”. We shared our motto with 

the school on Monday by presenting it at assembly. We 

also sang a beautiful song about St Joseph and being nice 

to one another. 

We can’t be-

lieve we are 

already half 

way through 

the term! 

Yesterday, we 

had a quick 

break from our learning to go outside and look at the 

beautiful rain. We have been praying for rain and the Lord 

has answered our calls. 

In prep  we have been busy bees. We 
have become authors and 

have adapted the story of  "Where is the Green 
Sheep?". We have been learning to count, create 
patterns and sort objects based on their colour. It 
has been lots of fun learning about our friends’ 
families and their pets.  



 

 

Parish Mass Times Phone Fr. Subin Thomas mcbs, Parish Administrator  

 

Tuckshop News:- Tuckshop is available every Friday.  Please use Brown Paper bags to order. 

SATURDAY 4TH MARCH 

Proston   8.00am 

Wondai 6.00pm 

P & F News from Scott Prendergast  —  President 

 Greetings to our March Birthday Students 

Prep Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Riley Schulz  23rd Catelyn Purcell  2nd 
Dylan Druery  11th 

Jaime McEffer 
22nd 

Abigail Rollings   
3rd  

Riley Robinson    9th 
Nathan Rodrick 22nd 
Lily Housden      30th 

A big thanks  to all the new parents who turned up last night for our first P & F meeting for the year.  It 
certainly sets up 2017 to be a very exciting year for the P & F.  2016 was a great year for our committee. 
With the support of parents, grandparents and guardians we wish to continue on with the momentum 
and not only raise much needed funds, but enjoy the comradery and friendship of the group.  Our       
committee wishes to thank everyone who has helped the P & F out in the past 12 months enabling us to 
have a very successful year. 

Due to the support and energy of the group, in 2017 we are planning the Easter raffle. The children will 
have a free dress day towards the end of the term and each child will be required to bring in Easter Egg 
products to go towards our Raffle Prizes.  Children will be sent home with raffle tickets and all funds will 
go to the P & F.  Please sell as many as possible (you can ask for more, please don’t be shy.)  

The second fundraiser, I believe, is a trip down memory lane for many parents with the children being 
given the opportunity to complete a “Picture Plate”.  I am sure most parents / guardians recall this expe-
rience, and I know in our family they are still used, (and laughed at by our children).  More information 
will follow in weeks to come about this nostalgic opportunity. 

Our next meeting is the AGM on the 28th March at 6:30pm in the Administration Block.  I encourage you 
to come and support not only the P & F but this wonderful school with which we associate ourselves. 

Weekday Masses: 5.30pm, Wednesdays, Wondai Mass,                                              

5.30pm, Thursdays, Murgon & 9.30am, Fridays, Murgon; 

SUNDAY 6TH MARCH 

Murgon 8.00am 

Goomeri 10.00am 



 

 

Community News 

 

THIS FRIDAY 
March 3rd  6pm 
Children Free 
Adults $5.00 per head 
Hot & Cold Finger Food, Winery in attendance, 
Entertainment.  All welcome to come along and 
see your child’s Art Work displayed. 
 

The Wondai Art Gallery is open 7 days a week from 10am 
to 4pm.  Children’s Art Work from school will be displayed 
for the month of March. You are welcome to visit the Gal-
lery during these hours if you cannot make it to the Won-
dai Art Gallery Opening Night.  Free Entry. 

Do you recognise someone? 


